It is conservatively estimated by prominent tomato growers and shippers in Texas that annually more than 15 per cent. of the Texas tomato crop is lost due to a condition commonly known as "Tomato Pops," or "Tomato Puffs." The trouble is serious in all the Southern States. At present the cause or causes of this abnormal condition are unknown, presenting a challenge to the Experiment Station worker in the South. The present paper is presented in order to bring this fruitful field for research to the attention of workers generally. It should be realized, however, that this classification is merely suggestive and tentative, and that the occurrence of the last named, and possibly each of the four types may be due to different causes. Only further experimentation can settle these points.
Nomenclature
In recognition of the fact that the outstanding symptom of the typical diseased fruit, symptomatic type C, is the presence of an "open space" or " pocket'" in the locules, and that there is no distention but rather a contraction of tissues, the name "Tomato Pockets" is proposed in preference to the less descriptive terms, " Puffiness " (2) ; "HHollow Tomato " (1); "Puffy Tomato" (4); "Puffing" (3) and "Tomato Pops" or "Tomato Puffs," (local Texas terms). Summary
